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Land Acknowledgment



A question of 

terms…

American Indian, Native, Aboriginal, Indigenous?

To avoid confusion and generalization, be specific. 

i.e., Mi’kmaq



Why?

Fear

Need



What I made…



How it affected our library’s 

collection development process…



Get to 

Know 

Indigenous 

Comics 

(and 

their 

History)



Create a 

safe space



Learn



Find resources



Check authorship





Critical Reviews

https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/



Turn it into 

something



Evaluate



o Joseph Boyden

o Thomas King

o Joseph Bruchac



Question and Explore all 

Perspectives/P.O.V.s



Decolonize

Start with the stereotypes…

(Thanks and credit goes to 

Michael A. Sheyahshe’s work 

on these)



The Mohican Syndrome
Whites out-Nativing the Natives



The Indian as 

Sidekick



Pan-Indian 

(“fringe and feathers”)



Instant Shaman 

and Tracker



Evil Savage or Angelic Noble



Historical 

Artifacts



When you 

cover the 

stereotypes, 

counter with 

the 

realities!



In summary…

Try.

Don’t be afraid.

Accept that your 

collection is always a 

work in progress (and 

therein lies its 

strength!)



Resources

www.indigenouscomicsresource.com

mcrowther@bishopscollegeschool.com

Thank you so much!

http://www.indigenouscomicsresource.com/
mailto:mcrowther@bishopscollegeschool.com
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