(Re) Appropriating the Story:

Indigenous Graphic Novels
and Decolonizing the Text

Michael “Max” Crowther

mcrowther@bishopscollegeschool.com
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A question o:
terms...

American Indian, Native, Aboriginal, Indigenous?
In Canada = Métis, Inuit, First Nations

To avoid confusion and generalization, be specific.
1.e., Mi’kmaqg
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Fear
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Preliminaries -
Visual Literacy
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Picture This

How Pictures Work

Molly Bang

. 99wAYS

10 TELL A STORY

EXERCISES IN STYLE
MATT MADDEN

An exploration of storytelling thot will omuse
dnd defight you, ond inspire your own treotive
work—your novel, comic, even your film
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“A REMARKABLE NEW BAEDEKER OF THE TOONS."
~GARRY TRUDEAL, NEW YORK TIMES 800K REVIEW




Getting to
Know
Indigenous
Comics (and
thelr

History)
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Step One:
Create a
safe space




Step Two:
Decolonize

Start with the stereotypes..

(Thanks and credit go to
Michael A. Sheyahshe’s work
on these)



The Mohican Syndrome

Whites out-Nativing the Natilives

cmssxc COMICS
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WHITE DAUGHTER
OF THE SIOUX
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“THE MAN

WAR CRIES {
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Pan—-Indilan
(“:ringe and feathers”)

| CAPTAIN
)| MARVEL
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‘nstant Shaman

and Tracker

ALTHOUIGH WORK HAS BEEN DELAYED
FOR A MOMENT BY AN UNEXPECTED
SEGX/ENCE OF EVENTS,

WELL, SHAMAN|
IS ITYEA, OR
NAY 7

WHAT MISS TWOYOUNGMEN HAS
UNEARTHED HERE IS CLEARLY A
FOCUS OF GREAT ANGER, PERHAPS
GREAT EVIL. WITH THE INITIAL OUT-
BURST OF ENERGIES NOW DISS'I-
PATED, IT IS MC‘VPaSg’HBLE TOTELL
ICH.

MOST DEFINITELY “YEA"
INSPECTOR . I SENSE
SPIRIT ENERG/ES, OR
AT LEAST THEIR RESIDUE
IN THIS SKuULL
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BUT THE INESCAPABLE
FACT REMAINS THAT
SOMETHING, SOME
SUPERNATURAL FORCE WAS
UNLEASHED WHEN THE
SKULL WAS UNCOVERED. -
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YOU'LL A4Y FOR WNAT YOU IR =2,
‘», DID TO MY OAUGNTER . “Tesst ;

YOU DIRTY REDSKIN!

Fvil Savage or Angelic Noble




Historical
Artifacts




When vou
cover the
stereotypes,
counter with
the
realities!

From the creators of We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga

TRACI SORELL FRANE LESSAC




Step 3: Learn

PEOPLES’.
HISTORY OF THE
MNILED STATES
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Step 4: Find resources

annick
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PRESS



Check authorship

WINNER
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Critical Reviews

AMERICAN INDIANS IN CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

‘ AICL ’

https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/




Step 5: Turn
i1t 1into
something

What I Did...




Illustrated Stories Project

| AM NOT
ANUMBER

DAVID A, COBENTSON

JULIE FLETT

Viadvana Kevkorka

“NOT_MY GIRL
SR Ve

Christy Jordan-Fenton
& Margaret Pokiak-Fanton
Mt by Gabrielle Grimard
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DAVID A. ROBERTSON

Issues Based Story SUGAR
. FALLS
Analysis

THE HELEN BETTY
OSBORNE STORY

%

Patti [aBoucane-Benson

ART BY Kelly Mellings

Hfianna Jonnie with Navani Shiagsese
Art by Nshannacappo




SO many 1ssues to choose from..

Land treatilies and claims
Nations and confederacies
MMIWG

Sixties Scoop

Residential Schools
Relocation projects
Occupations and resistance

Conflicts, massacres, and
crises

Colonization, assimilation, and
amalgamation

Genocide and ethnocide
Activism

Allotment

Cultural extinction

Environmentalism and Land
Defenders

Christianity’s role
Hunting and fishing rights
and

Laws, lawsuits, decrees,

political acts
Self-governance and sovereignty
Loss of language

Repatriation of Indigenous
artifacts and remains

Status and the Department of
Indian Affairs



Loic Locatelli-Kournwsky
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Compare/Contrast



“Classic” wversus Contemporary

B

Who tells the
story?

What’s
missing?

What voice
isn’t being
heard?

HEROES OF THE GREAT WHITE NORTH



Create Your Own
(Graphic) Story

MicHEL  HeteManN

storr 6y THOMAS KING rwwsmanonsy NATASHA DONOVAN



Other Possibilities:

- Jump off point for research

— Debates

- Journalism (op/ed, feature, etc.)

- Genre Fictilion exploration

- Autobiography, biography, memoilr

- Story/Image/Text analysis

— Reader response

- Formal response to literature

- Position Paper
(argumentative/persuasive essay)

- Seminar style presentation

- Creative writing




Step 6: Process This
Together as a Class
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THE ADVENTURES OF
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THE APACME WARS

ETHAN HAWKE
GREG RUTH

THE INDIGENOUS
COMICS COLLECTION
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INDOGENCUS CREATORS!

. HERITAGE
¥ :

AR
L5 TR

FEvaluate




Ques

c10on and

Explore all

Perspectives/P.0.V.s

Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls
is not an Indigenous issue
—it's a human rights issue.







THE PALEFACES CAN REEP [T AS
GOLR! You FOUND GOLD, SOUVENIR.. THE YELLOW METAL S w
THEY CALL You : ) :

LUCRY LURE. COMANCHE.

LUCRY LURE !

THIS WAS AN EXAMPLE OF THE
CIILISING AND PACIFYING ROLE
THE WAGON T2 AINS PLAYED ALONS
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In summary...

Try.
Don’t be afraid.

Accept that your
teaching 1s always a

work 1n progress (and
therein lies 1its
strength!)




Resources

wWww.1lndligenouscomlicsresource.com

mcrowther@bishopscollegeschool.com

Thank you so much!


http://www.indigenouscomicsresource.com/
mailto:mcrowther@bishopscollegeschool.com

